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This remarkably moving picture book follows first-grader Hassan through his first few days at

school. Hassan has only recently arrived in the United States after he and his family were forced to

flee Somalia, and he deeply misses the colorful landscape of his former home in Africa. But with the

help of his parents, an understanding teacher, and a school art project, Hassan finds that by

painting a picture of his old home and sharing his story, his homesickness and the trauma of leaving

a war-torn country are lessened. And he finds that there are many things to like about his new home

in America. The colorful, impressionistic illustrations are a perfect complement to the wonderful text

by Mary Hoffman, author of the highly acclaimed Amazing Grace. Together art and text make this

poignant story accessible and affecting for a young audience. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.
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When I lived in Minneapolis, Minnesota I found that the community included a large Somalian

population. Intrigued by this I tried to seek out children's books that spoke about the Somalian

experience and that would be useful to our library collection. I guess I wasn't too shocked to find

that there wasn't an abundance of books on the subject, but I was a bit disappointed. Then, in the

course of my work, I heard about Mary Hoffman's, "The Color of Home". A beautiful picture book

written by the author of the supremely popular, "Amazing Grace", I was both relieved and delighted

to find the story exactly what I was hoping for. Better still, "The Color of Home" speaks to any child

that has ever left a violent country and moved to America. Combining the slow acceptance of the



new and different with an understanding of how talking about things can be therapeutic, this is one

of those rare deeply moving picture books.Hassan is unhappy. Having left bright colorful warm

Somalia for cold colorless unfamiliar America depresses him. Though his teacher and fellow

students are nice enough, Hassan has to deal with language differences and his own personal

history. One day, his teacher asks him to draw a picture. He does, but fills it with the images of the

blood and violence he left behind. Through the intervention of a friendly translator and talking about

what he's been through, Hassan starts to feel a little better about his experiences. Slowly, he learns

to adjust.Yeah. It's a tearjerker. Mary Hoffman, aided by illustrator Karin Littlewood, kinda goes for

your throat with this one. The moment it really got me was when Hassan talks about having to leave

his cat behind.
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